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Executive Summary 

 

Key points: 

 

Members mostly support: 

 

 Movement of flats from Volume 2 to Volume 1 

 That specialised housing specific guidance is needed 

 That an all-encompassing approved document for residential buildings is 

produced 

 Agree damper and ventilation guidance is helpful, now consolidated 

 That REI should be defined earlier in the document 

 Agree that it has been very difficult to understand what the key changes 

are within the clarified documents 

 Cross referencing is better 

 Movement of Regulation 38 requirements into the main body 

Mixed Views related to: 

 

 Changes to external fire spread 

 European Classifications of fire resistance and reaction to fire 

 

 

Overall there were mixed views, with 50% happy with the changes and 50% 
were either not happy or not sure whether the changes provide clarity. 
 

Response Data 

 

Q1. The guidance on design of flats have moved from Volume 2 (Non-

Dwellinghouses) to Volume 1 (Dwellinghouses). Do you support this 

change? 

 

Yes 78.5% 

No 7% 

Not Sure 14.5% 

 

Q1a. Does the guidance need to be more specific for specialised housing 

types e.g. hostel accommodation? 

 

Yes 86% 

No 14% 

Not Sure 0% 
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Q1b. Should there be a complement of guidance document that 

encompasses building regulations requirements for housing/flats 

specifically e.g. combine all housing/flats guidance from all approved 

documents into a clear concise approach for residential buildings? 

 

Yes 93% 

No 0% 

Not Sure 7% 

 

Q2. Is the change regarding external fire spread on external walls and 

external fire spread from one building to another clearer? 

 

Yes 21.5% 

No 28.5% 

Not Sure 50% 

 

Q3. Changes have been made to use European classifications only for fire 

resistance and reaction to fire to make things clearer. Do you agree? 

 

Yes 43% 

No 21.5% 

Not Sure 35.5% 

 

Q4. Guidance on dampers and ventilation has been consolidated into one 

place. Moved from B1 Section and B3 Section 10 to B3 Section 9. Does this 

make it clearer? 

 

Yes 78.5% 

No 14% 

Not Sure 7.5% 

 

 

Q5. Guidance on provision of information (Regulation 38) and insulated 

core panels has been moved from appendices to the main body. Does it 

make it clearer and provide clarity? 

 

Yes 78.5% 

No 14% 

Not Sure 7.5% 

 

Q6. Fire resistance standards are referenced in various sections as REI. 

The REI acronym is explained in the appendices. Do you think the REI 

acronym explanation should be defined before the references are made? 

 

Yes 85% 

No 7.5% 

Not Sure 7.5% 
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Q7. A number of sections have been removed from the documents which 

are outside the scope of regulations. It is difficult to assess what changes 

have been made and therefore difficult to make an accurate assessment of 

what advice is not included. Do you agree with this view? 

 

Yes 93% 

No 0% 

Not Sure 7% 

 

Q8. Cross referencing of named standards are noted in Appendix E or F but 

in the new version they are also highlighted in bold in the body of the text. 

Does this make the references to standards clearer? 

 

Yes 85% 

No 7.5% 

Not Sure 7.5% 

 

Q9. Do you think the overall changes provide clarity? 

 

Yes 50% 

No 7% 

Not Sure 43% 

 

General Comments: 

 
Movement from Volume 2 to Volume 1 is academic. Requirement is clear, 
irrelevant of its location in the guides. 
 
Specialised Housing would need some guidance, but as there are many 
variations may not provide all of the solutions. 
 
European classifications can be a very complex testing regime, and so not easily 
understood. Not sure if they are the best standard to use. 
 
Regulation 38 information move to the main body helps, but further work is 
required to be clear on what information should be included, consistently. 
 
Not clear on what changes have been made. In previous versions key changes 
were highlighted at the beginning of the document 
 

Other Comments 
Until the approved documents are given greater weight, in that they are no longer 
guidance but prescriptive and that any deviation would be approved/signed off by 
regulatory bodies prior to work being completed. (Links to statutory change 
process in the Hackitt Review) 
 


